
What is a Healthy Working River: Pieces of the Puzzle 
February 1, 2019 | 8:00am – 5:00pm | Drake Centre, Fort Collins  

Each year, the Forum brings together those who farm on the Poudre, drink beer from 

the Poudre, manage water from the Poudre, or advocate for Poudre health to learn from 

one another and to explore how we might move from conflict to collabora�on  

in regard to the Poudre. 

Is it possible for a working river to be a healthy river? This year’s  

Poudre River Forum gives us a chance to puzzle through that ques-on. 

The Forum is brought to you by the Poudre Runs Through It Study/Ac-on Work Group (PRTI) 

and its Poudre River Forum Commi6ee. PRTI was formed in 2012 to bring together those who are 

most concerned about the Poudre as a working river—delivering urban and agricultural economic 

benefits—and those concerned about the river’s health. Building rela�onships and finding common 

ground for ac�on has led to this annual Poudre River Forum. 

Poudre River Forum Commi6ee 

Eric Brown | Les Gelvin | Aaron Goldman | Rob Johnson | Corey Odell  

Karen Scopel | Deborah Shulman | John Stokes | Robert Ward  

Conveners: Julie Kallenberger, MaryLou Smith 

 

We are grateful to this year’s sponsors who are listed on the back of this program, to FCTV for their 

videotaping exper�se, the CSU Zero Waste Team for helping make this event waste free, and to all who 

volunteered to make this day possible. Visit our website pr�.colostate.edu to see linked videos and materials 

from today. Feel free to contact us at poudreriverforum@gmail.com. 



POUDRE RIVER FORUM 2019 

8:00-8:45am D9:;<=>: + BAB=CD=:E S=FGH9IJB: / CKDDBB / TB=  

  View of the Poudre from local organiza�ons. 

8:45-8:50am FA=L9FM EJB D=>—WB<IKLB 

  MaryLou Smith, Policy & Collabora-on Specialist | Colorado Water Center, Colorado State University 

8:50-9:00am WJK’: HBAB TKG=>? 

  Emcee Sean Cronin, Execu-ve Director, St. Vrain and Le: Hand Water Conservancy District 

9:00-9:05am HB=<EJ> WKAC9FM R9UBA: PVWW<B: KF EJB PKVGAB—=F OUBAU9BH KD TKG=>’: PAKMA=L 

  What are some of those puzzles? How do different interests work together on those puzzles to get 

water down from the mountains out onto the plains for agriculture and urban use, and how do we 

keep the river healthy along the way?   

9:05-10:30am W=EBA R9MJE: PVWW<B KF EJB PKVGAB 

  In keeping with our theme about the Poudre’s puzzles, we are going to start today by concentra�ng 

on some specific examples in the Poudre that people may be puzzling over rela�ng to water rights. 

A Day in the Life of the Poudre River Commissioner—Mark Simpson, Poudre River Commissioner, 

Division 1, State Engineer’s Office. Where water in the Poudre comes from, who has rights to use it, 

and how the river commissioner makes sure it goes to the right place at the right �me. 

From Farms to a City: Thornton’s Change Case—Emily Hunt, Water Resources Division Manager, City 

of Thornton. How a ten year water court case had to be surmounted before water purchased from 

Poudre farmers in the 1980’s can be transported south for a growing municipality. 

Can Carrots, Ca6ails and Kayaks Co-Exist under Water Law?—Mike Shimmin, Vranesh and Raisch 

Law Firm (re�red). A Northern Colorado water aEorney tells the behind-the-scenes story of the 

history of legisla�on that makes it possible for the environment and recrea�on to have water rights. 

Bolstering Summer and Winter Flows as Mi-ga-on for Storage—Jerry Gibbens, Northern Water 

Director of Opera�ons. How seeking federal, state and local permits to use their water rights on the 

Poudre to build the Northern Integrated Supply Project led Northern Water to a unique summer and 

winter flows mi�ga�on approach. 

Who is Responsible for Poudre Water Quality?—Jerrae Swanson, City of Greeley, Environmental and 

Water Resources AEorney. With much of the Poudre’s water ending up back in the river a:er we use 

it for agriculture and urban needs, who is responsible for overseeing its quality?  

10:30-10:55am BAB=C | View Displays 

10:55-11:05am OFB H9:EKA9I=< P9BIB KD EJB PVWW<B: PKVGAB HBA9E=MB A<<9=FIB 

11:05-11:15am TJB PKVGAB GKB: EK SIJKK< 

  Bilingual eighth graders from Greeley’s Salida del Sol learning about the Poudre and Colorado water 

issues. 

11:15am-12:00pm WJ=E 9: = HB=<EJ> WKAC9FM R9UBA? 

  We will take a look at a video produced by Poudre River Forum commiEee members Corey Odell and 

Eric Brown featuring a diversity of perspec�ves on that puzzling ques�on—drawn from interviews 

they conducted with folks the length of the river.  

Audience Perspec�ves on “What is a Healthy Working River” A chance to share our own perspec�ves 

with those at our tables on “What is a healthy working river” and then hear from one another about 

anything that surprised us or broadened our thinking.  



PROGRAM 

 

12:55-1:10pm PKVGAB P9KFBBA AH=AG 

  Presented by Robert Ward, Poudre Runs Through It Study/Ac�on Work Group and Poudre River Forum 

CommiEee  

1:10-1:40pm KB>FKEB S;B=CBA, PAKD. EGH=AG B. B=A\9BA, DB;=AELBFE KD EIKFKL9I:, CK<KA=GK SE=EB UF9UBA:9E> 

  Barbier’s book, Water Paradox, to be released by Yale University Press in February 2019, is touted as “a 

radical new approach to tackling the growing threat of water scarcity.” He will share perspec�ves for us to 

keep in mind as we tackle water puzzles on the Poudre.  

1:40-2:20pm A;;<>9FM CAB=E9U9E> =FG CK<<=\KA=E9KF EK AGGAB:: EJB PVWW<B KD EJB LK:: KD W=EBA DKA AMA9IV<EVAB 

  Regional Storage on the South Pla6e to Stave off Buy and Dry? Sean Cronin, South PlaEe Basin 

Roundtable. What is the South PlaEe Basin Roundtable and how is the Poudre involved in it? How a study 

the roundtable is conduc�ng addresses the loss of irrigated agriculture by inves�ga�ng a regional Ag/

Urban/Environmental approach to storing water in �mes of high flows before it flows out of the state to 

Nebraska.  

New Cache Water Marke-ng Strategy—A Pilot Project. Greg Kernohan, Ducks Unlimited and BreE Bovee, 

WestWater Research. How New Cache la Poudre Irriga�ng Company is working with Ducks Unlimited and 

others to pilot a unique water sharing strategy, with funding from the Bureau of Reclama�on.  

Larimer County Ag Advisory Board’s Take on the Need for Ag/Urban Water Dialogue. Zach Thode, 

Manager, Roberts Ranch. The need for ci�es, towns and ditch companies to work together to ensure 

reliable deliveries in both wet and dry years for both urban and Ag needs. 

2:20-2:40pm BAB=C | View Displays 

2:40-4:15pm WJ=E’: EJB [EUK<U9FM] P9IEVAB KF EJB PVWW<B BKc L9G? 

  What are the looming challenges we face on the Poudre, and are there ways we might begin to look at 

them differently than in the past? A panel of experts will address the following ques�ons and then 

par�cipate in a facilitated dialogue between themselves and then the audience:  

 

How will the Poudre be affected by climate change and by the water supply crisis on the Colorado 

River? Jennifer Gimbel, Senior Water Policy Scholar, Colorado Water Center, Colorado State University 

   

What is the nexus between affordable housing and the price of water from the Poudre?  

Patrick McMeekin, Partner, VP of Land Development, HarNord Homes 

 

How the Town of Windsor’s “dual system” water requirement is helping them face their water 

challenges in light of tremendous growth. Kris�e Melendez, Mayor of Windsor 

 

Is it -me to face up to the ecological damage our pioneering spirit has caused to the Poudre River? How 

might we prevent addi-onal damage and achieve significant gains on the healthy river front?  

LeRoy Poff, Professor, Department of Biology, Colorado State University  

 

How might we move beyond our geographical and sector boundaries to think regionally about our 

economic future and the role water plays in that?  Roy OEo, City Manager, City of Greeley 

4:15-4:20pm C<K:9FM 

4:20-5:00pm BBBA / RBDAB:JLBFE: / D9:;<=>: / CKFUBA:=E9KF 

12:00-12:55pm LVFIJ | View Displays 



Special thanks to  

2019 POUDRE RIVER FORUM SPONSORS 

$3,500  
Poudre Heritage Alliance for the 

Cache la Poudre Heritage Area 

$2,500 
City of Greeley Water & Sewer 

$2,000 
Boyd Irriga�on Company 
Northern Water 

$1,500 
City of Fort Collins Natural Areas 

$1,000 
Cache La Poudre Water Users 

Associa�on 
City of Thornton 
Colorado Water Center  
Fischer, Brown, BartleE & Gunn, PC 

$500  
A. Bruce Johnson & Associates 
Agri-Enterprises, Inc. 
Anderson Consul�ng Engineers 
Aqua Engineering, Inc. 
Ducks Unlimited 
In-Situ Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Flycasters 
St. Peter’s Fly Shop  
Town of Timnath 
Town of Windsor 
Westervelt 

$420 
UNC Geography & GIS / 

Environmental Programs 

$300 
Otak, Inc. 

$250  
1st Farm Bank 
American Ag Credit 
BHA Design 
Bishop-Brogden Water Consultants 
Buena Vida Farm 
Caring for Our Watersheds 
Central Colorado Water Conservancy 

District  
Chrisland Real Estate Companies 
City of Greeley Culture, Parks and 

Recrea�on 
Colorado Corn 
Colorado Open Lands 
Colorado Livestock Associa�on 
Fort Collins Downtown Development 

Authority 
Guaranty Bank and Trust 
Krazy Karl’s Pizza 
Logan Simpson Design, Inc. 
O�s, Bedingfield & Peters, LLC 
PlaEe River Power Authority 
Poudre Learning Center 
Redfin 
Robert and Brenda Ward 
S�llwater Science 
Ten Bears Winery 
Thomas and Tyler 
Vranesh and Raisch 

$150 
UNC Department of Earth and 

Atmospheric Sciences  

In-Kind 
BizWest 
CSU Zero Waste Team/CSU Facili�es 

Management 
KUNC 
Odell Brewing Co. 


